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Re: Massey Matters

Hängai ko te mahiti

I roto te whare ngakau

Momore ana ko te takatü

A te raupae ki te hoe

O te rangi.

To see the world in a

Grain of sand,

and a heaven in a wild flower.

Hold infinity in the palm

of your hand, and eternity in an hour glass.

To value the time you have to share with others.

Tena koutou katoa

Three years ago the Massey Matters Advisory Board was initiated by Waitakere City Council.  Organisations and community leaders within the area became interested and involved initially by choice.  As the project developed to a stage of community development the role of the advisory was put in place to govern the development of the work within the community and the project.  We see the Advisory Board as the foundation to this project and this is portrayed in the work that has been resourced through the community drive and spirit.  Over the next few years we hope to establish a platform of secure governance to only but strengthen the developments to date.
The Massey Matters Advisory Group is a mix of those mandated by the community, and shoulder tapping those with the requisite skills and vision to guide this project.  Those on the Advisory Group live and/or work in the Community Sector in Massey. Individual members of this group have built successful links both personally and for their organisations, it has enabled members to better realise the skills inherent in others in the group personally. This connectivity continues into organisational links which have also been fostered by Networking and information exchanges both in formal and informal settings.

The ten year funding from Waitakere City Council has allowed for certainty, and has given a real opportunity for Massey to become an even better place to live in. The Waitakere City Council’s leadership and vision provided a catalyst for the Massey Community to begin to realise its potential.
Community events such as Te Raa Mokopuna have allowed the community to take ownership and pride of community moving forward. This has also happened with more localised events such as the street barbecues, where people who have lived alongside each other for many years have found a forum to get to know their neighbours. This has broken down barriers and created demonstrations of true neighbourliness. 

Massey Marvels is an opportunity to bring to the attention of others, some of those who work for the benefit of others. These people are unsung heroes; they do their work for its intrinsic value, with little thought for reward and usually for no financial gain. Massey Marvels provides those in the community with a chance to recognise and reward these wonderful people. 
The quarterly Massey Matters Newsletter echoes this growing sense of Massey being a happening place, and not just a dormitory suburb at the end of the North Western motorway. The Newsletter has success stories from those in the community. It is written, edited and the layout is done by local people. This shows the skills inherent in those within the Massey community.

The Massey Matters Community Fund is a chance for those who would be unlikely to get funding elsewhere to apply.  It is remarkable how what can seem quite small sums of money have such wide-reaching effect within Massey. There has been much come out of this, including a very talented young photographer taking portraits, which will form an invaluable record of the place and its people. City kids have been able to get up close and personal with horses. The Stars Night (alternative to Halloween event) attracts 1,500 children, which is true testament to much needed community event.

Of course all of this is still a work in progress, and there remains much to do, but it is wonderful to be able to reflect upon the journey to date, and see how far we’ve come. Massey residents really do have more pride and it feels like there is something magical happening in our place, for us and by us. We are proud of all we have achieved.
Finally it is the relationships that have been established that are valued the most and which underpin everlasting communities of people.  So we leave you with this Whakatauki:
He aha te mea nui o te ao

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata

What is the most important thing in the world?

Tis people, tis people, tis people.
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