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Response to Discussion Document

A Template for Reporting Local Government Funding Needs
This response is from:

Name


        
Position

     
Local Authority
     
Email address 
     
1.Should the sector develop its own template for reporting on its funding

requirements ? Why or why not?

type your  comments here
2. What characteristics do you think a template for reporting local government

funding requirements should have? Why do you think these are important?

type your  comments here
3. Should a template of the type envisaged here be limited to rates information

or should it include a wider set of local authority financial data? Please give

reasons for your answer.

type your  comments here
4. Should the template report on information at an activity level or at council

level? Please give reasons for your answer.

type your  comments here
5. Should the template include or exclude the expenditure and debt information

of council controlled organisations? Please give reasons for your answers?

type your  comments here
6. Do you agree that the definition of rates for the purposes of this template

should include all rates set under the authority of the Local Government

Rating Act? Why or why not?

type your  comments here
7. Do you agree a measure of the total rate take and changes in the total take

would be a useful addition to the template? Why or why not? Would you

adjust changes in the rate take for growth, if so using what information as

your growth factor?

type your  comments here
8. Do you consider that a measure of average rates or median rates should be

included in the template? If so, do you have a preference? How easy (or

otherwise) would it be for your local authority to calculate median rates?

type your  comments here
9. Do you consider a template should include a measure of movements in

residential rates? What do you think the costs and benefits of collecting this

information would be?

type your  comments here
10. Should non-rateable rating units be included in the calculation of any

averages? Why or why not?

type your  comments here
11. Do you agree that the definition of debt for the template should exclude

current liabilities (other than the current portion of term debt), taxation

liability, employee entitlements and any other liability not arising from a

conscious decision to borrow? If not, what is your alternative definition, and

why do you prefer this?

type your  comments here
12. Should the template include a measure of financial gearing? Why or why

not? Assuming you answered ‘yes’ would that measure be debt/equity or

debt/assets?

type your  comments here
13. Do you agree that the above measures of expenditure should be included in

the template? Why or why not?

type your  comments here
14. What other information should be included in the template? Why do you

consider this information to be important?

type your  comments here
15. Do you think that the reporting of territorial authority data should separate

this grouping further (for example, by sector)? Why or why not?

type your  comments here
16. Do you agree with the five rules for presenting and reporting the

information? If not, which ones and why?

type your  comments here
17. Do you have any suggestions for reporting information from the template
type your  comments here
